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Clause 17(2) of Schedule 5, of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
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Premises: 715-723 George Street, Haymarket 

 

Executive Summary:  
 
Council received correspondence from the Commissioner of Fire and Rescue NSW (FRNSW) in 
relation to the subject premises with respect to matters of fire safety. 

The premises comprises a part five (5) storey (George Street)/part nine (9) storey building (Thomas 
Lane at the rear), known as the Great Southern Hotel, containing upper level accommodation, a 
ground floor level hotel, and a basement parking level. Records indicate the building is a Heritage 
Item under the Sydney LEP 2012, described as a notable example of an Inter-War Stripped Classical 
style building. The premises comprises a strata plan, with three separately owned lots, being the 
tavern, the hotel, and a retail occupancy. 

Records indicate that the premises is equipped with numerous fire safety systems, both active and 
passive, that would provide adequate provision for fire safety for occupants in the event of a fire.  
The annual fire safety certification is current and compliant, and is displayed within the foyer of 
building in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Regulation 2000. 
 
Council investigations have revealed that whilst there are minor fire safety maintenance and 
management works to attend to, such as to some exit signs/warning and operational signs, relocation 
of hydrant logbooks to the hydrant pump room, the overall fire safety systems provided within the 
subject premises are considered adequate in the circumstances.  
 
It is considered that the above fire safety works are of a degree which can be addressed by routine 
preventative and corrective maintenance actions undertaken by the owner’s fire service contractor 
through written instruction from Council, issued on 16 June 2020. 
 
Observation of the external features of the building did not identify the existence of metal composite 
cladding. 

 

Chronology: 

Date Event 

26/5/2020 FRNSW correspondence received regarding an inspection of the premises. 

29/5/2020 A review of Council records was undertaken by a Council officer, when it was noted that the 
current fire safety statement certifies maintenance of an extensive array of twenty-three (23) 
fire safety measures including smoke detection, sprinklers, emergency warning and 
intercommunication system, pressurising systems, fire hydrants/hose reels, and drenchers. 

29/5/2020 The matters of concern raised by FRNSW relating to maintenance of fire safety measures 
were referred to representatives of the building owner for information and resolution, and a 
hotel representative acknowledged same and has indicated arrangements for the matters to 
be attended to. 

5/6/2020 The site Inspection revealed: 
-Fire safety measures generally appearing well maintained 
-No faults or isolations in the fire panel, no smoke detectors covered 
-No obstruction of exits, or evidence of smoking inside the building during the inspection 
-Fire doors tagged, and self-closing as required 
-Thermal detector found in a basement in an area suited for same 
-A few exit signs requiring routine maintenance 



-A small area to a fire isolated exit requiring replacement/maintenance of fire stopping 
-Hydrant log books at fire panel require relocation to hydrant pump room 
-Although no strobe light/block plan for the fire alarm is provided as required by the current 
version of the Australian Standard, hotel management is agreeable to arrange same 
-Warning and operational signage generally satisfactory, subject to minor adjustments 

 
FIRE AND RESCUE NSW REPORT: 

 
References: [BFS20/1333, 2020/236092-01] 
Fire and Rescue NSW conducted an inspection of the subject premises in company of Officers of 
the NSW Police Force, for unspecified reasons. 
 
Issues  
 
The report from FRNSW related to maintenance issues with the fire alarm, fire hydrant log book, 
certain fire doors, warning signs on fire doors, exit signs, fire stopping material to an exit, and 
querying fire doors to a passageway, and obstruction of an exit.  
 
FRNSW Recommendations  
 
That Council inspect and address any other deficiencies at the premises, and to require the items 
in the report to be appropriately addressed. 
 
That notice of any determination in respect of the recommendations is forwarded to them in 
accordance with clause 17(4) of Schedule 5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979. 
 

  
COUNCIL INVESTIGATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATIONS:  

Issue 
Order(NOI) 

Issue 
emergency 
Order 

Issue a 
compliance 
letter of 
instruction 

Cited 
Matters 
rectified 

Continue to undertake 
compliance action in 
response to issued 
Council correspondence 

Continue with 

compliance actions 

under the current 

Council Order 

 

Other  (to 
specify) 

 
As a result of the inspection and assessment of the issues undertaken by Council fire safety officer 
the owners of the building were issued with written instructions to rectify/certify certain identified fire 
safety deficiencies noted by FRNSW.  
 
The above written instructions will direct the owners of the premises to carry out and certify remedial 
actions to existing fire systems to cause compliance with required standards of performance. 
 
A follow-up inspection will be undertaken by a Council fire safety officer to ensure all identified fire 
safety matters are suitably addressed and that compliance with the terms of Councils 
correspondence and the recommendations of FRNSW occur. 
 
It is recommended that Council not exercise its powers to give a fire safety order at this time and 

that the Commissioner of FRNSW be advised of Council’s actions and determination. 

Referenced documents: 
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A1. Fire and Rescue NSW report 2020/236092-01 
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